Russia to China to Pakistan and Iran

28 Jul 2009 8ak: Our last article on nuclear proliferation published in the U.S. raised questions about the credibility of the Chinese involvement and here are some background articles on the issue. First, the Russians kick-started the Chinese development of nuclear weapons before their relations went sour. 

Physics Today: On 15 January 1955, Mao Zedong decreed the start of work on a Chinese A-bomb. In April of that year, the Soviet Union agreed to provide vigorous assistance to the Chinese atomic-energy cause. In February 1957 Soviet advisers began to help plan the industrial infrastructure needed to produce nuclear materials and weapons. In April 1957 the Soviet leadership gave E. D. Vorobiev—the scientific director of Chelyabinsk-40, a closed town in the Soviet nuclear weapons program—the specific job of bringing China into the nuclear age. 

Here is a must-read article on the history of the Chinese nuclear bomb development and how they revealed it to the U.S. In the last paragraphs it says how the Chinese spread the weapons to Pakistan

Physics Today: In 1982 China's premier Deng Xiaoping began the transfer of nuclear weapons technology to Pakistan and, in time, to other third world countries. Those transfers included blueprints for the ultrasimple CHIC-4 design using highly enriched uranium, first tested by China in 1966. A Pakistani derivative of CHIC-4 apparently was tested in China on 26 May 1990. After four failed experiments, Chinese researchers fired a successful enhanced radiation weapon, a neutron bomb, on 19 December 1984. And here are details of Iran's pursuit of nuclear weapons technology and a list of items that China has provided them:

GlobalSecurity: Mr Morgenthau's unit, which has prosecuted several major US white-collar criminal cases, also established that LIMMT, a Chinese company that has long been a major supplier of banned weapons material to Iran, had shipped a long list of weapons-related materials to Iran after skirting international financial sanctions. 

